
Becoming a  
Blue Community 



Place Matters 

From: https://native-land.ca/ 



https://www.vividmaps.com/2016/10/canada-mapped-only-by-rivers-streams.html 



First Nations Neighbours 

http://www.anishinabek.ca/who-we-are-and-what-we-do/ 





Why a Blue Community ?  

� Neighbours without access to drinking 
water

� Growth of bottled water, water 
commercialism and the impacts

� Risks and impacts of municipal water 
privatization 

� and so much more . . . 





From: the video Laudato Si' - A Canadian Response 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1098&v=Bti86O_Tw5A 



Human Right to Water 

http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/human_right_to_water.shtml 



Human Right to Water 
The right to water entitles everyone, without 
discrimination, to have access to:

�  sufficient
�  safe
�  physically accessible 

�  affordable water for personal and domestic use

From: https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/supporting_resources/human_right_to_water.pdf  



https://www.slideshare.net/lbuckfire/the-flint-michigan-water-crisis-causes-effects 

Cry of the poor ignored 



Drinking Water Advisories 

http://www.watertoday.ca/map-graphic.asp 

Namaygoosisagagun First Nation



http://www.watertoday.ca 

Drinking Water Advisories 

Economic Growth 



What About Treaty? 

https://www.tvo.org/article/anatomy-of-a-first-nations-treaty 



Four Layers of the 
Water Justice struggle 

1.  Who gets access to water?

2. Who gets to make the rules?

3. Who has the authority to make the rules?

4. How is authority legitimized by society?

By Rutgerd Boelens. See video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whlyuKZIUi4 



https://www.ourspiritsourlaws.com/nestle-boycott 
https://canadians.org/blog/nestle-bottled-water-taking-permit-process-not-likely-begin-until-after-june-7-ontario-election 



https://shadqadri.com/2018/06/15/water-purification-in-ottawa/ 
Tip of the iceberg 



Health Product ? 

�  Researchers tested 259 bottles of 11 popular bottled water 
brands for the presence of microscopic plastic. On 
average, the bottled water tested contained 325 pieces of 
microplastic per liter

�  Only 17 of 259 bottles were found to be free of microplastic 
particles, and none of the brands tested consistently free of 
plastic contaminants. The worst offender was Nestlé Pure 
Life, the most contaminated sample of which contained 
10,390 particles per liter

From: https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2018/04/21/bottled-water-microplastics-contamination.aspx 



From: the video Laudato Si' - A Canadian Response 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1098&v=Bti86O_Tw5A 



The Cost of Water 
Commodification  



Risks of Water Privatization 
�  197 billion litres of sewage flushed into Canadian waterways in 2016

�  36% of wastewater and 29% of drinking water infrastructure is rated 
poor/fair condition

�  Water infrastructure gap for municipalities. $61 billion (needed) $2 
billion (earmarked)

�  4.6 billion committed by Federal government to end the 100+  DWAs 
in First Nations communities. But only covers 70% of total needed 
investments. 

�  Market-logic (food and drug examples, Hamilton, Detroit, global 
examples)

https://canadians.org/sites/default/files/publications/afb-water-2018.pdf  



Blue Communities Rising 
1.  Augsburg, Germany 
2.  City of  Montreal, Quebec 
3.  McGill University, Quebec 
4.  Rivière-du-Loup, Quebec 
5.  Nicolet, Quebec 
6.  Town of  Danville, Quebec 
7.  Cádiz, Spain, 
8.  Sisters of  Mercy of  Newfoundland 
9.  Marburg, Germany 
10. Thessaloniki, Greece 
11. Reformed Church of  Nydeggkirche, Bern 
12. La Asociación Española de Operadores Públicos de 

Abastecimiento y Saneamiento (AEOPAS) 
13. Berlin, Germany 
14. Neuchâtel, Switzerland 
15. Federation of  the Sisters of  St. Joseph of  Canada,  
16. Munich, Germany 
17. Northampton, Massachusetts 
18. Thessaloniki, Greece  
19. World Council of  Churches 
20. City of  St.Gallen, Switzerland 
21. University of  St.Gallen, Switzerland 
22. Evangelisch-Reformierte Kirchgemeinde Spiez 
23. Federal University of  Lavras, Brazil 

24. Paris, France 
25. District of  Lunenburg, NS 
26. Thunder Bay, ON 
27. Tsal'alh, St’át’imc Territory  
28. Bayfield, ON 
29. Cambuquira, Brazil 
30. Tay Township 
31. Amqui, QC 
32. City of  Bern, Switzerland  
33. University of  Bern, Switzerland 
34. Evangelisch-reformierte Kirchgemeinde Bern-

Johannes Church, Switzerland 
35. Thorold, ON,  
36. Welland, ON 
37. Comox, B.C. 
38. Cumberland, B.C.  
39. Nanaimo, B.C. 
40. St. Catharines, ON 
41. Niagara Falls, ON  
42. North Vancouver, B.C. 
43. Ajax, ON 
44. Tiny Township, ON 
45. Victoria, B.C.,  
46. City of  Burnaby, B.C. 

https://canadians.org/bluecommunities 



From: the video Laudato Si' - A Canadian Response 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1098&v=Bti86O_Tw5A 



What Watershed Are You? 



Your Water Cycle 

http://ssmrca.ca/watershed-management/watershed-report-card/surface-water-quality/ 



Larger Water Body 

https://www.greatlakestoday.org/post/video-how-can-we-clean-polluted-watersheds 



http://www.cela.ca/publications/great-lakes-region-nuclear-hot-spots 

70% of Ontario’s electricity is Nuclear 



Fuel for Thought 



From: http://www.eniscuola.net/en/mediateca/water-footprint-of-food/ 

Water Footprint in Food 



From: https://www.ecowatch.com/glyphosate-sprayed-on-gmo-crops-linked-to-lake-eries-toxic-algae-bloom-1906543478.html 



Blue Plastic Planet 

From: https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/mariana-trench-animals-plastic/ 



https://www.canadiangeographic.ca/article/mapping-human-impact-great-lakes 

What Does This Say About Us? 



Water Commons Connects Us 



Who Holds Authority and How? 

https://www.greatlakescommons.org/our-blog-b/2017/3/indigenous-water-governance-in-the-great-lakes 



Strategies for Change 
�  Civic: use our civic/electoral/citizenship powers and 
institutions 

�  Cultural: use our cultural tools and practices to honour 
and share our values to wider audiences through 
education, inspiration, healing, and participation.

�  Economic: use our consumer and financial powers to 
boycott and divest from the corporations benefiting from 
water injustices and pollution 

�  Ethical: use our spiritual, moral, religious, and value-based 
powers to enrich our public appeals for support and to 
change the status quo.



Civic Powers 
�  Getting your municipality to become a Blue Community and/
or reduce bottled water and plastics (London, Owen Sound, 
Ottawa, and Durham examples)

�  Supporting Say No to Nestle campaign (Provincial)

�  Advocating to end DWAs (Federal)

�  Acknowledging and taking action for Canada’s Treaty and 
Indigenous responsibilities 

�  CSJ supporting grassroots groups and holding government’s 
accountable



Cultural -- Words Matter 

CSJ learning and promoting water as a human right,  
shared commons, and sacred gift. 



Economic – Money Talks 

CSJ is learning about Nestle and the bottled water permit system and supports 
not buying these products. Learning about food, energy, ect. impacts. 



Ethical Actions 
�  Land and water acknowledgment and prayer
�  Giving gratitude and reciprocity 
�  Respecting Creation as sacred, not just a resource or 
commodity

�  Joining and building power with other faith 
communities 

�  CSJ working on land/water acknowledgments and 
commitments for healing & creating Prayer Services 
for special dates



What Can You Do? 
How Can We Help? 

Our website:
https://www.bluecommunitycsj.org
My email:
blue.communities.now@gmail.com



From: the video Laudato Si' - A Canadian Response 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1098&v=Bti86O_Tw5A 


